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DETAILED ACTION 

Receipt is acknowledged of the amendment, filed on 11/13/2003, which has been 
entered in the file. Claims 3-6 and 8-10 are pending. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

1 . Claims 3-6 and 8-10 have been allowed over the prior art of record. 

2. The following is an Examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The prior art 
of record, taken alone or in combination, fails to teach or fairiy suggest: a system and 
method for decoding data codes including reading means for reading the decode data 
corresponding to one of the data codes showing the error from the memory through the 
input and output means when the error is detected; obtaining means for obtaining the 
decode data in the memory when the error rate from the first calculating means is 
higher than a reference and the error is detected by the detection means; in 
combination with the other claimed limitations as set forth in the claims. 

While the combination of Markman, He et al and Garber et al teach storing error- 
corrected data in the memory of a data code label, there is no suggestion to read the 
data from the memory when an error is detected or when an error rate is greater than a 
reference level. Following He et al's teachings, one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention would simply correct the errors each time the errors occurred when 
reading the optical data image. Thus, without the benefit of applicant's teachings, there 
is no motivation for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to combine 
the prior art in a manner so as to create the claimed invention. 
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Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jared J. Fureman whose telephone number is (703) 
305-0424. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:00 am - 4:30 PM M-T, and 
every other Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael G. Lee can be reached on (703) 305-3503. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
0956. 
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